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Senator Lieberman - Working to Make You More Secure

The attacks of 9/11 – which killed nearly 3,000 innocent Americans, including 152 Connecticut residents – signified a new and dangerous threat to U.S. security that required creative thinking and new remedies. Senator Lieberman stepped into the breach and offered numerous proposals adopted into law to improve the security of both the nation and Connecticut.  Among them:

· 9-11 Commission
       Two months after September 11, 2001, Senator Lieberman, then Governmental Affairs Committee Chairman, and Senator John McCain, R-Ariz., introduced legislation to create a special bipartisan commission to learn the lessons of the terrorist attacks so they would never happen again. The White House opposed creation of a commission up until the eve of Senate passage. Along the way, the White House sought to cut funding for the commission and weaken the powers of its members.  On September 24, 2002, the Senate approved the formation of a commission on a vote of 90-8. Senator Lieberman worked closely with family members of the September 11 victims, who were instrumental to the success of this bill.  It was signed into law on November 27, 2002.  

· Creation of Homeland Security Department
      As Chairman of the then Senate Governmental Affairs Committee, Senator Lieberman introduced legislation one month after September 11, 2001, to establish a new Cabinet-level department drawing together multiple agencies involved in emergency preparations, response, and border protection. The legislation was designed to bring focus, coordination, and clear leadership to the challenges of homeland security 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The White House opposed the legislation for at least seven months, while the Committee worked to report out the proposal, and after extensive debate, the legislation was signed into law on November 25, 2002.  

-more-

· Oversight of Homeland Security Department
      In the four years since the Homeland Security Department was created, Senator Lieberman has held Senate hearings, written legislation, drafted amendments, met with scores of DHS officials, sent numerous letters, delivered speeches, and authored op-ed columns in an effort to oversee the Department’s activities, while fighting for adequate funding for its mission. His chief concern has centered on adequate funding for training and equipment – especially interoperable communications equipment - for police, fire fighters, and emergency medical personnel, the front line first responders who are first at the scene of a disaster. He has pursued numerous other priorities, also important to Connecticut and the nation, such as chemical, rail and transit, port, and cargo security. He uncovered DHS’ failure to create an accurate accounting of the nation's vulnerable critical infrastructure, its failure to develop a comprehensive, accurate terrorist watch list, and its failure to develop a timely transportation security strategy.

· Implementation of 9/11 Commission recommendations
      After two years of work, the Commission released its final report and recommendations in July 2004.  By September, Senator Lieberman - working closely with Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Chairman Susan Collins, R-Me., and Senator McCain - had drafted legislation to enact its recommendations into law. The legislation was the most sweeping overhaul of the nation’s intelligence community in more than 50 years and included the creation of a Director of National Intelligence to bring cohesion to the nation’s 15 intelligence agencies, and a National Counterterrorism Center to overcome communications breakdowns that contributed to 9/11. The legislation also created a Civil Liberties and Privacy Oversight Board to protect privacy and civil liberties as the war on terror is prosecuted; created an information sharing network to ease the flow of information between federal agencies and different levels of government; better secured the country’s borders, transportation, and critical infrastructure by investing in more modern technologies and requiring better identification procedures; and promoted aggressive outreach to the Muslim world.

· Investigation into Government’s Response to Hurricane Katrina
      Senator Lieberman watched in horror, as did the rest of nation, as citizens of the Gulf Coast struggled to escape the devastating 2005 hurricane and then resume their lives without adequate help from their city, state, and federal governments. Senators Lieberman and Susan Collins immediately launched a bipartisan investigation into the seriously flawed governmental response. After a seven month investigation, including 22 hearings, Senators Lieberman and Collins produced a comprehensive report, “Hurricane Katrina: A Nation Still Unprepared,” that included 88 recommendations for reform. The most prominent problems cited in the report were weak leadership and a poorly organized federal emergency management system not designed to respond to a catastrophe, with preparation and response duties divided among agencies.  Senator Lieberman has fought for disaster unemployment insurance, housing, and other assistance for Katrina’s victims. In addition Senators Lieberman and Collins proposed legislation to restructure the Federal Emergency Management Agency, to reunite preparedness and response.  The bill, which was reported out of HSGAC on July 27, 2006, also would require top FEMA officials to have minimum qualifications; would give FEMA independent status within the Department of Homeland Security; and would improve coordination between federal and local officials preparing for and responding to catastrophes.

