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Summary of Senator Collins’ Port Security Grants Act of 2005

Introduced on April 20, 2005

Approximately 95% of our nation’s trade, worth nearly $1 trillion, enters the U.S. through one of our 361 seaports on board approximately 8,555 foreign vessels, which make more than 55,000 port calls per year.  Yet there is no dedicated funding for the security of this vital lifeline of our economy.  An attack on the U.S. maritime transportation system would devastate the U.S. economy; an assertion that was made clear during the 2002 West Coast longshoremen labor dispute, which - despite having been anticipated - cost an estimated $1 billion per day and affected operations in 29 West Coast ports.


The following is a summary of the Collins Port Security Grant Act:


The Port Security Grants Act of 2005 proposes establishing a dedicated port security grants program within the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Office of State and Local Government Coordination and Preparedness.


This Bill would provide for grant funding targeted to address the identified risks and vulnerabilities of a port as delineated in its security plan.  Under current law, each port is required to develop a coordinated, comprehensive security plan, based on vulnerability assessments conducted.  In addition, this Bill would strongly encourage the integration of port wide security; information and intelligence sharing; and joint efforts such as joint harbor operation centers. The grants provided for in this Bill would be allocated in a manner consistent with the goals of the Maritime Transportation Security Act of 2002.

· This Bill would allow the use of grant funds for the salaries and overtime compensation of additional security personnel for State and local agencies during certain increased periods of threat.  It would also allow grants to be applied toward the operation and maintenance of equipment needed for the overall security of the port area.

· To receive grants, recipients would need to demonstrate that their proposals respond to vulnerabilities identified in the Area Maritime Transportation Security Plan, or approved assessment, and how the proposal supports a coordinated approach to security efforts in the port.
· The DHS Secretary is required to provide several safeguards to ensure the grant funds awarded under this Bill are spent in an appropriate manner.
· Funding is proposed to be authorized at $400 million a year starting in FY 2007 and grantees would be required to cost share with the Federal Government on a 25/75 per cent rate. 
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