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Madam Chairman, thank you for holding today’s hearing to examine the nature and extent of the problem of religious radicalization in prisons.  I commend you for exercising leadership on this important security topic that deserves our attention.  I look forward to hearing our witnesses shed light on the severity and nature of this threat, and recommendations on how we might better detect, prevent, and disrupt the cycle of radicalization in prisons.  
As we discuss the threat posed by the extremist misrepresentation of the Muslim faith, I want to emphasize my respect and tolerance for the Muslim community on the whole.  We must not associate the reprehensible behavior of violent extremists with the entire Islamic faith.  
Prison radicalization is merely one subset of our struggle against ideological extremism.  Although law enforcement is a crucial element of this struggle, I also believe it is critical that we continue to engage the American Muslim community to foster positive relations and build strong community ties. 

Madam Chairman, I look forward to working with you in the future on ways to prevent and disrupt domestic radicalization. 
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