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Thank you, Mr Chairman and Ranking Member Collins for this opportunity to introduce Dr. Alex Garza to be Assistant Secretary and Chief Medical Officer of the Department of Homeland Security.

I have known Dr. Garza for over 15 years and am confident in saying that there couldn’t be a more qualified person for this position. I first came to know Dr. Garza when he volunteered as the medical expert on a methamphetamine task force I directed as Jackson County Prosecuting Attorney.  In recognition of his work he was awarded a Presidential Citation by the Office of National Drug Control Policy.

But his story of service and dedication to the medical community did not start here. Dr. Garza grew up as one of five brothers in Maryland Heights Missouri, a middle class suburb of St. Louis.  Being one of five children he learned the valuable art of negotiation at an early age.  But more importantly, his mother, who worked the night shift as a nurse in the local emergency department, taught him the value of hard work and serving his community, skills that will serve him well as Assistant Secretary if confirmed.

While attending college he decided he wanted to not just learn from the books, but to experience medicine from the ground up.  He delayed attending medical school to work as a paramedic in Kansas City so he could learn from the front lines.  He continued his work as a first responder and as a flight medic all through medical school, working weekends and holidays to put himself through school.  He graduated from the University of Missouri School of medicine and began the next phase of his emergency medicine training at Truman Medical Center, in Kansas city, Missouri.  

On top of all of this, he also heeded to his mother’s example to serve by joining the United States Army Reserves medical corp. 

 

He ultimately chose to make his career in medicine about public service when he accepted a position as a member of the faculty at the Truman Medical Center.  His tenure was interrupted when he was called to active duty in service of Operation Iraqi Freedom leaving behind his wife, who was in law school at the time, and his then two small children.  

 

Dr. Garza and his team were responsible for rebuilding healthcare in Iraq.  What he found were medical schools with out of date textbooks and decades old journals.  True to his form, he orchestrated a textbook donation program that led to medical schools from across the United States sending texts to fill the library shelves of schools throughout Iraq.  

Because of Dr. Garza's tireless work rebuilding hospitals and clinics he became a trusted member of the Iraqi medical community and developed important strategic relationships.  In addition he also cared for an occasional Iraqi sheik, the soldiers in his unit, took his turn at his post and cleared buildings when needed.

 

When his tour was extended for an additional six months, I consoled Dr. Garza's wife, a long time member of my staff who came to me in tears after learning her husband would be spending Christmas in a bombed out shell of a building where he had volunteered to assist the forward surgical team during a full scale offensive operation in Samarra.   He finally made it home to his family and was awarded the Bronze Star as well as the combat action badge.  

 

His career in academics and public service immediately resumed when he returned to Direct Emergency Medical Services for the City of Kansas City and also returned to the faculty at the Truman Medical Center.  During this time Dr. Garza recognized that outcomes for cardiac arrest patients could be improved and created a new CPR protocol that challenged conventional dogma.  His ability to think outside the box led to a doubling of the survival rate for cardiac arrest patients in Kansas City.  For his work he was awarded the Young investigator Award by the American Heart Association.  Because of his work, health care workers around the world are now changing the way they resuscitate patients.

 

Dr. Garza is one of those rare individuals who through hard work and sacrifice has improved the lives of those around him.   He has saved the lives of his patients working in the ER, taught compassion and clinical skills to medical students and residents, furthered medical science by publishing numerous articles in peer reviewed scientific journals, served his country at war and improved the way pre-hospital care is rendered across the globe.

 

It is with great pleasure that I introduce Dr. Alex Garza to the committee. I have every confidence that under his leadership the Office of Health Affairs will serve the Secretary and the President in an effective and meaningful way. 

